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THE GOSPEL MESSAGE AT TULA
By  David B. Brown

IN OCTOBER OF 2024 THE HILL 
CUMORAH EXPEDITION TEAM 

VISITED SEVERAL OLMEC REGION 
SITES TO INVESTIGATE THE 

DETAILS OF EACH AND DETERMINE 
HOW THEY FIT INTO THE BOOK OF 

MORMON TIMEFRAME.

AT TEOTIHUACAN, WE MET WITH 
ALEJANDRO SARABIA WHO 

TOOK US TO HIS OFFICE WHERE 
HE SHARED WITH US THE STATUS 
OF THE PROJECT AT CUICUILCO 
AND THE LATEST FINDINGS AT 

TEOTIHUACAN.

THIS INCLUDED HIS MOST 
RECENT PROJECT OF MAKING 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
PREPARATIONS FOR A LARGE 
HOOD STRUCTURE THAT WILL 

COVER THE FACE OF THE 
TEMPLE OF QUETZALCOATL SO 

THEY CAN PROTECT THE 
CARVINGS AND PAINT REMNANTS 

FROM THE RAIN AND SUN.
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WE THEN INVITED ALEJANDRO TO 
DINNER WHERE HE SHARED HIS 

KNOWLEDGE OF TULA AND EL TAJIN.

TEOTIHUACAN IS NOT A BOOK OF 
MORMON CITY. NOTHING 

RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF 
MORMON TOOK PLACE HERE.

HOWEVER, IT IS A GOLDEN AGE 
CITY AND IT TESTIFIES TO THE 

BIRTH OF JESUS AND AN ALL-NIGHT 
CELESTIAL EVENT DESCRIBED IN 

THE BOOK OF MORMON.

TEOTIHUACAN BUILT ITS FIRST FEW 
STRUCTURES IN THE 1ST CENTURY 
BC, BUT THE MAJOR STRUCTURES 
THAT ARE THE PRIMARY DESIGN OF 

THE PRESENT WERE NOT BEGUN 
UNTIL ABOUT 70 AD. THE TOTALITY 
OF THE MAJOR STRUCTURES WERE 

COMPLETED BY 250 AD. 

BY THE EARLY 5th CENTURY AD 
(IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 

THE NEPHITE FINAL BATTLE), 
TEOTIHUACAN FELL TO 

INTERNAL FORCES AND THE 
SITE HAS EVIDENCE OF 

BURNING AND ABANDONMENT.

WITH THE FALL OF 
TEOTIHUACAN, THE TRADE 

CENTER OF EL TAJIN BEGAN TO 
RISE IN PROMINENCE. BY THE 
LATE 5th CENTURY AD EL TAJIN 

BEGAN TO FLOURISH.
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IT APPEARS THAT, LIKE 
TEOTIHUACAN, EL TAJIN WAS A 

BLEND OF MULTIPLE 
INFLUENCES INCLUDING 

TOTONAC, HUASTEC, ZAPOTEC 
AND MAYA. THIS IS PROBABLY 

DUE TO ITS CENTRAL LOCATION 
ALONG THE TRADE ROUTES.

400 - 500 AD70 - 250 AD390 AD

THE ARCHITECTURAL THEME AT 
EL TAJIN IS THE CONCH SHELL 

CROSS-SECTION WITH ALLUSION 
TO THE PLANET VENUS. THIS 

SYMBOL IS FOUND EVERYWHERE.

THIS CONCH SHELL THEME IS 
ALSO A STYLIZED VERSION OF 

THE ARTISTIC “SPEECH 
SCROLL” FOUND THROUGHOUT 

ALL MAYA ARTWORK.

EVEN ONE OF THE LARGEST 
STRUCTURES AT EL TAJIN IS BUILT 

IN THE FORM OF THIS SYMBOL.
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BECAUSE THIS STYLIZED 
CONCH SHELL SYMBOL IS 

FOUND EVERYWHERE AT EL 
TAJIN, IS THERE ANYTHING WE 

CAN FIND THAT CONNECTS IT TO 
A SACRED BELIEF SYSTEM?

THIS IS A TABLE OF THE HEBREW 
ALEPH-BET THAT INCLUDES THE 
EARLY SYMBOLS AND MEANINGS.
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THESE SYMBOLS OF THE STYLIZED 
CONCH SHELL, THE NICHES AND 

THE PICTOGRAPH OF THE HEBREW 
LETTER “BET” ARE LITERALLY ON 
EVERY STRUCTURE AT EL TAJIN.

THEREFORE, EL TAJIN IS ALMOST 
SCREAMING AT US ABOUT “THE 

WORD.” HOW GOD SPOKE 
CREATION INTO EXISTENCE AND 
THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR WALK 

THROUGH THIS CREATION.

ADDITIONALLY, OVER TWENTY 
BALLCOURTS HAVE BEEN FOUND AT 

EL TAJIN WHICH IS HIGHLIGHTING 
THE BATTLEGROUND BETWEEN THE 

PHYSICAL AND THE SPIRITUAL.

THIS IS THE HEBREW 
KABBALISTIC CUBE OF SPACE. IT 
IS A PHYSICAL REPRESENTATION 

OF THE HEBREW ALEPH-BET.
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IT IS THE FUNDAMENTAL BUILDING 
BLOCK FOR EXPRESSING MORALS 

IN ART AND ARCHITECTURE.

THE HEBREW ALEPH-BET  
(ALPHABET) IS COMPRISED OF THE  

FOLLOWING:

3 “MOTHER” LETTERS;
7 LETTERS WITH TWO SOUNDS;

AND, 12 LETTERS WITH ONE SOUND, 
FOR A TOTAL OF 22 LETTERS.

THE 3 MOTHER LETTERS ARE  
ASSIGNED TO THE 3 AXES OF 
LENGTH, WIDTH AND HEIGHT.

THERE ARE ALSO ELEMENTS 
ASSIGNED TO THESE THREE AXES.

THE EAST/WEST AXIS IS THE 
HEBREW LETTER MEM AND ITS 

ELEMENT IS WATER.
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THE NORTH/SOUTH AXIS IS 
THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN
AND ITS ELEMENT IS FIRE. 

THE EARTH/HEAVEN AXIS IS 
THE HEBREW LETTER ALEPH

AND ITS ELEMENT IS WIND.

TOGETHER, THEY REPRESENT THE 
MOMENT OF CREATION:

“In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth. And the earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 

God moved upon the face of the waters. 
And God said, Let there be light: and 

there was light.”

SO, THE THREE ELEMENTS OF AIR, 
WATER, AND FIRE ARE REPRESENTED 

HERE IN ALLUSION TO THE MOMENT OF 
CREATION, AND EACH IS AN AXIS.

ARCHAEOLOGISTS BELIEVE THAT THE 
PEOPLE OF EL TAJIN PARTICIPATED IN 

HUMAN SACRIFICE DUE TO THIS 
CARVING FOUND ON A BALLCOURT.
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THIS IS BECAUSE OF THE 
IMAGERY OF THE PRISONER 

BEING FORCEFULLY HELD WITH 
A KNIFE TO THE CHEST.

I BELIEVE THAT BECAUSE THIS IS A 
BALLCOURT, IT IS A MEMORIAL TO 
THE MARTYRS WHO LOST THEIR 

LIVES IN THE SPIRITUAL BATTLES OF 
OPPRESSIVE GOVERNMENTS.

PERHAPS SPECIFICALLY THOSE 
WHO WERE KILLED AT THE FALL OF 
TEOTIHUACAN AND OTHER PLACES 

WHERE EVIL FORCES 
OVERWHELMED THE BELIEVERS.

IT APPEARS THAT EL TAJIN 
REACHED ITS RISE IN STATUS, IN 

PART, BECAUSE IT WAS A 
SPIRITUAL CENTER. WITH THE 

FALL OF TEOTIHUACAN, EL TAJIN 
FILLED THE ROLE OF BEING A 
TEACHING CENTER FOR THE 

SURVIVING BELIEVERS WHO HAD 
FLED THE DANGERS OF THE 

POLITICAL STRUGGLES IN THE 
MEXICAN HIGHLAND VALLEY.

AT THE TIME THAT EL TAJIN WAS 
ELEVATING IN IMPORTANCE, THE 
EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF TULA 
WAS TAKING PLACE. BUT THE 

PRESENT LARGE STRUCTURES 
WERE NOT BUILT UNTIL THE 10th

CENTURY AD. TULA WAS 
CONTEMPORARY WITH BOTH 

CHOLULA AND EL TAJIN.

500 - 1150 AD
850 - 1150 AD
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THE MAJOR STRUCTURES AT 
TULA APPEAR TO BE 

EXPRESSIONS OF THE GOSPEL, 
AND THIS IS THE PRIMARY FOCUS 

OF THIS PRESENTATION.

THE PLAZA AT TULA REPRESENTS THE 
PLANE OF EXISTENCE INTO WHICH WE 
ARE BORN. IT IS THE REALM OF FOUR 

DIRECTIONS; IT IS OUR PHYSICAL WORLD.

THE MAYA BELIEVED THAT THE NORTH-
SOUTH AXIS OF THIS PLANE ROTATES 
90-DEGREES TO BECOME THE EARTH-

HEAVEN AXIS.

THEREFORE, THE SOUTH REPRESENTS 
OUR PHYSICAL WALK THROUGH THIS 

WORLD WHILE THE NORTH 
REPRESENTS OUR SPIRITUAL FAITH.
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SO WHEN WE DIE AND OUR BODY IS 
PUT IN THE GROUND, THIS AXIS PIVOTS 
AND OUR SPIRIT GOES TO HEAVEN TO 

MEET WITH ITS MAKER.
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CelestialTerrestrialTelestial

Prison House

28303227
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42 STEPS

MATTHEW 1:5
“So all the generations from 

Abraham to David were fourteen 
generations; and from David until 

the carrying away into Babylon were 
fourteen generations; and from the 

carrying away into Babylon until 
Christ were fourteen generations.”

42 STEPS
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IT APPEARS THAT THE SITE OF 
TULA WAS AN EFFORT TO CREATE 
A CONCISE EXPRESSION OF THE 

GOSPEL MESSAGE IN AN AGE THAT 
WAS STRUGGLING TO RETAIN 

THEIR SPIRITUAL HERITAGE. HERE 
THEY COMPILED THE STORY OF 
THE GOSPEL, THE COMING OF 

CHRIST, THE AFTERLIFE AND THE 
FOUR “WINGED WARRIORS.” 

TULA WAS CONTEMPORARY 
WITH CHICHEN ITZA AND 

HENCE, THE ARCHITECTURE 
AT TULA AND CHICHEN ITZA 

HAVE STRONG CONNECTIONS.

BOTH TULA AND EL TAJIN WERE 
OVERRUN IN THE 12th CENTURY AD 

AND SUFFERED FROM HAVING THEIR 
STRUCTURES BURNED AND THE 

PEOPLE SCATTERED. 

THIS IS CONSISTENT WITH WHAT WE 
FOUND AT CHACO CANYON IN NEW 

MEXICO AS THEY APPARENTLY 
SUFFERED THE SAME FATE DURING 

THE SAME TIME PERIOD.

AND, WHILE CHICHEN ITZA DOES 
NOT DEMONSTRATE SIGNS OF 

BEING BURNED AND CONQUORED, IT 
BEGAN DECLINING DURING THIS 

PERIOD WHICH MAY INDICATE THAT 
THEY HAD TO EXPEND MORE OF 

THEIR RESOURCES BATTLING FOR 
SURVIVAL RATHER THAN INVESTING 

IN GROWTH AND TRADE.

IN CONCLUSION, WE CAN STATE 
THE FOLLOWING:

1. TEOTIHUACAN IS NOT A BOOK OF 
MORMON CITY, BUT IT IS A GOLDEN 

AGE CITY THAT REFLECTS THE 
THEOLOGY AND COSMOLOGY OF 
THE BOOK OF MORMON PEOPLE.
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IN CONCLUSION, WE CAN STATE 
THE FOLLOWING:

2. WITH THE FALL OF TEOTIHUACAN, 
EL TAJIN BECAME A REGIONAL 

POWER AND THE BUILDINGS THERE 
TESTIFY TO THEIR BOOK OF 

MORMON CONNECTIONS BY THE 
HEBREW SYMBOLISM OF THE 

LETTER “BET.”

IN CONCLUSION, WE CAN STATE 
THE FOLLOWING:

2. EL TAJIN WAS PROBABLY A 
MEMORIAL TO THOSE WHO DIED 
REMAINING FAITHFUL TO THEIR 
BELIEF IN THE GOSPEL, AND IT 

BECAME A CONTINUATION OF THE 
TEACHING CENTER CONCEPT.

IN CONCLUSION, WE CAN STATE 
THE FOLLOWING:

3. TULA APPEARS TO BE PART OF A 
RENAISSANCE OF THE GOSPEL IN 

THE 10TH CENTURY AD. MANY 
CULTURES OF THE WEST 

DEMONSTRATE A FLOURISHING OF 
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT.

IN CONCLUSION, WE CAN STATE 
THE FOLLOWING:

3. THIS INCLUDES LATE CLASSIC 
MAYA, THE ANASAZI (PUEBLO), AND 

THE MISSISSIPPIAN WOODLAND 
CULTURES (CAHOKIA) WHO ALL 

THRIVED FROM 900 AD UNTIL ABOUT 
1200 AD WHEN THEY BEGAN TO BE 

OVERRUN BY DARKER FORCES.

IN CONCLUSION, WE CAN STATE 
THE FOLLOWING:

3. TULA DEMONSTRATES CLEAR AND 
SIMPLE CONCEPTS OF HEBREW 

KABALLISTIC TEACHING FOUNDED 
ON THE CUBE OF SPACE AND IT 

TEACHES THE DUALITY OF 
PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL 

CREATIONS.

IN CONCLUSION, WE CAN STATE 
THE FOLLOWING:

3. AMAZINGLY, TULA ALSO 
FEATURES TEACHINGS OF THE 

AFTERLIFE THAT ARE CONSISTANT 
WITH THE RESTORATION GOSPEL 

FOUND ONLY IN THE REVELATIONS 
OF JOSEPH SMITH JR.
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IN CONCLUSION, WE CAN STATE 
THE FOLLOWING:

3. AND, TULA INCLUDES PROMINENT 
ARTWORK OF THE FOUR SERVANTS 

WHO WERE PROVIDED WITH A 
SPECIAL GIFT OF LIFE FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF SERVING—THE THREE 
NEPHITES AND JOHN THE BELOVED.

IT SEEMS VERY APPARENT THAT 
WHILE WE HAVE A BOOK OF 

MORMON RECORD THAT DETAILS 
THE ANNIHILATION OF THE 

NEPHITE PEOPLE, IT IS EVIDENT 
THAT THE NEPHITE SACRED 

CULTURE AND SPIRITUAL 
TEACHINGS CONTINUED FOR 

CENTURIES AFTER THE 400 AD 
FINAL BATTLES.

THE LATE CLASSIC SITES OF EL 
TAJIN, TULA, CHICHEN ITZA AND 

CHACO CANYON ALL DEMONSTRATE 
A SACRED PRACTICE CONSISTENT 
WITH BOOK OF MORMON STORIES 

AND TEACHING. AND THESE 
TRANSITIONAL CULTURES ALLUDE 

TO THOSE CONNECTIONS THROUGH 
THE SYMBOLISM OF THEIR 

ARCHITECTURE.

BUT…THE GOSPEL MESSAGE 
AT TULA IS ONE OF THE 

SIMPLEST AND CLEAREST 
MESSAGES OF THEM ALL.

THE GOSPEL MESSAGE AT TULA
By  David B. Brown
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KNOWLEDGE OF TULA AND EL TAJIN.
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RECORDED IN THE BOOK OF 
MORMON TOOK PLACE HERE.
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THESE SYMBOLS OF THE STYLIZED 
CONCH SHELL, THE NICHES AND 

THE PICTOGRAPH OF THE HEBREW 
LETTER “BET” ARE LITERALLY ON 
EVERY STRUCTURE AT EL TAJIN.

THEREFORE, EL TAJIN IS ALMOST 
SCREAMING AT US ABOUT “THE 

WORD.” HOW GOD SPOKE 
CREATION INTO EXISTENCE AND 
THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR WALK 

THROUGH THIS CREATION.

ADDITIONALLY, OVER TWENTY 
BALLCOURTS HAVE BEEN FOUND AT 

EL TAJIN WHICH IS HIGHLIGHTING 
THE BATTLEGROUND BETWEEN THE 

PHYSICAL AND THE SPIRITUAL.
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FOR A TOTAL OF 22 LETTERS.

THE 3 MOTHER LETTERS ARE  
ASSIGNED TO THE 3 AXES OF 
LENGTH, WIDTH AND HEIGHT.

THERE ARE ALSO ELEMENTS 
ASSIGNED TO THESE THREE AXES.

THE EAST/WEST AXIS IS THE 
HEBREW LETTER MEM AND ITS 

ELEMENT IS WATER.
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THE NORTH/SOUTH AXIS IS 
THE HEBREW LETTER SHIN
AND ITS ELEMENT IS FIRE. 

THE EARTH/HEAVEN AXIS IS 
THE HEBREW LETTER ALEPH

AND ITS ELEMENT IS WIND.

TOGETHER, THEY REPRESENT THE 
MOMENT OF CREATION:

“In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth. And the earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 

God moved upon the face of the waters. 
And God said, Let there be light: and 

there was light.”

SO, THE THREE ELEMENTS OF AIR, 
WATER, AND FIRE ARE REPRESENTED 

HERE IN ALLUSION TO THE MOMENT OF 
CREATION, AND EACH IS AN AXIS.

ARCHAEOLOGISTS BELIEVE THAT THE 
PEOPLE OF EL TAJIN PARTICIPATED IN 

HUMAN SACRIFICE DUE TO THIS 
CARVING FOUND ON A BALLCOURT.
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THIS IS BECAUSE OF THE 
IMAGERY OF THE PRISONER 

BEING FORCEFULLY HELD WITH 
A KNIFE TO THE CHEST.

I BELIEVE THAT BECAUSE THIS IS A 
BALLCOURT, IT IS A MEMORIAL TO 
THE MARTYRS WHO LOST THEIR 

LIVES IN THE SPIRITUAL BATTLES OF 
OPPRESSIVE GOVERNMENTS.
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WHO WERE KILLED AT THE FALL OF 
TEOTIHUACAN AND OTHER PLACES 

WHERE EVIL FORCES 
OVERWHELMED THE BELIEVERS.

IT APPEARS THAT EL TAJIN 
REACHED ITS RISE IN STATUS, IN 

PART, BECAUSE IT WAS A 
SPIRITUAL CENTER. WITH THE 

FALL OF TEOTIHUACAN, EL TAJIN 
FILLED THE ROLE OF BEING A 
TEACHING CENTER FOR THE 

SURVIVING BELIEVERS WHO HAD 
FLED THE DANGERS OF THE 

POLITICAL STRUGGLES IN THE 
MEXICAN HIGHLAND VALLEY.

AT THE TIME THAT EL TAJIN WAS 
ELEVATING IN IMPORTANCE, THE 
EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF TULA 
WAS TAKING PLACE. BUT THE 

PRESENT LARGE STRUCTURES 
WERE NOT BUILT UNTIL THE 10th

CENTURY AD. TULA WAS 
CONTEMPORARY WITH BOTH 

CHOLULA AND EL TAJIN.

500 - 1150 AD
850 - 1150 AD
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WORLD WHILE THE NORTH 
REPRESENTS OUR SPIRITUAL FAITH.
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AND OUR SPIRIT GOES TO HEAVEN TO 
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IN CONCLUSION, WE CAN STATE 
THE FOLLOWING:
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