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Compliance market in Washington & 
California – required for large polluters 
to buy credits – but sellers (forestland 
owners) can use either compliance or 
voluntary market

First auction opened at $48/ton

Rules similar to California

Overseen by Washington DOE



Compliance or 
Regulatory

• Centralized oversight and regulation
• Stable and higher carbon credit 

pricing
• Participants required to reduce 

emissions
• Required by law in some instances
• More rigorous requirements for 

participation 

• No legally regulated mandates
• Greater fluctuations in credit 

pricing
• No requirements for emissions 

reductions
• Not required by law
• Spectrum of requirements for 

participation

Voluntary



Carbon Market Participants & Project Types

• Participants in carbon markets range from:
• Power plants to oil and gas companies to breweries to you and me!
• Depend on market type, compliance or voluntary

• Project types include:
• Renewable energy
• Clean cookstoves
• Nature-based solutions – 

Improved Forest Management 

• Today, our focus is FORESTS!

Image Credit: Palmetto





The Carbon Offset 
Potential of Private Forests

Forests offset 16% of annual US emissions

60% of forests are privately owned

Changing demographics of forest ownership 
is putting pressure on forests

Carbon markets present an opportunity to 
support forest conservation & GHG reductions

Source: United States Forest Service, 2018, 2019





Ca lc ula t ing  a  
Ba s e line  a  
hypothe tica l s ce na rio 
tha t mode ls  fore s t 
ca rbon pools  on a  
prope rty a s  if the y 
we re  be ing manage d 
to maximize  re ve nue , 
taking into account 
re giona l common 
prac tice  and any le ga l 
re s tric tions .



Credit: Gretchen Bracher, © Oregon State 
University



About Us

 Spun off from EP Carbon in 2016, now owned by 
Chestnut Carbon

 35+ years of carbon project experience across 50 
projects and 14 million acres in compliance and 
voluntary markets

 We are a team of professional forestry and carbon 
market experts

 Our proprietary carbon inventory approach 
streamlines operational costs



A Partner You Can 
Trust 

Project Design 

Measurement 

Reporting

Verification
 

Credit Issuance
 

Credit Sales

Member Benefits

• Premium Annual Payments

• Access to Forestry and Carbon 
Market Expertise

• Harvest Flexibility

• Base Offer Rate of $10 Per Acre/Year, 
Final Offer Pending Land Evaluation

• Revenue-Share Option, Based on Acreage

Land Eligibility Requirements

• U.S. Based Forestland

• Ownership of 100+ Acres of Forested Land

• Privately Owned

• Commercial Harvesting is Legally Allowed

• Ownership of Timber Rights

• Must Enroll All Eligible Forest Land

Conifers 
(pines, firs)

Hardwoods 
(oaks, maples)

Varying age types
(old & young) 

Eligible Forest Types

FCW Conserve
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Our Enrollment Process

Receive onsite
forest carbon 

inventory to verify 
your carbon stocks 

Enroll in 
program

and receive
first payment 

Application 
review and 

membership
offer sent 

Fill out 
application and 
connect with a 
Sales Advisor 

Complete an 
annual survey to 

continue receiving 
annual payments

(3-6 months)(30 days)(1-2 weeks)(3-5 days)
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Our Contract – The Payment Period (25-50 years)

Fixed payment or 
revenue share 

option

Harvest flexibility 
with forest 

certification

Access to licensed 
regional foresters

Members surveys 
completed online



FCW Acres Conserved
Acreage

0.0 Acres

40-500 Acres

501-1,650 Acres

1,651-3,500 Acres

3,501-5,000 Acres

5,001-11,500 Acres

NC

VA

PA

FL

SC

WV

GA

OH

TN

KY

MI

AL

INIL

MS

WI

LA

MO

AR

MN

IA

TX

OK

KS

NE

SD

ND

CO

MT

NM

WY

UT

AZ

ID

NV

WA

OR

CA

MD DE

NJ

NY CT
RI

MA
NH

VT

ME

FCW
Membership
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Our Valued Members 

 Family Legacy​ Matters
 Conservation-Minded​
 Financially-Focused



Ca rbon a nd  Alde r...?   De p e nds  on s ta nd  typ e , a ge  a nd  
GOALS

• Alde r grow fa s te r than DF – s oft/ ha rdwood - ge ne ra te  and s tore  
ca rbon quickly – high va lue  for ca rbon BUT if e nte ring the  
program with ma ture  a lde r you a re  limite d in your manage me nt 
options , limits  timbe r produc tion but can e nhance  non timbe r 
goa ls  – s tand dive rs ity, ae s the tic s , habita t (down woody de bris ) 
e tc .

• Carbon proje c ts  count a ll s te ms  ove r 5" DBH – me rch doe s n't 
ma tte r

o All tre e s  have  diffe re nt ca rbon coe ffe c ie nts  to conve rt 
biomas s  to ca rbon

• Carbon proje c ts  look a t tota l s e que s tra tion and s torage  in the  
fore s t from the  time  the  contrac t s ta rts

• This  limits  ha rve s ting during the  payme nt pe riod (FCW – 25 
ye ars )

• Limite d to 20 % volume  e ve ry 5 ye a rs  pe r me thodology 
re quire me nt – no c le a r cutting – limite d to pa tch cuts , s ingle  
tre e , group – mus t be  FSC ce rtifie d

o Doe s  tha t work for Alde r manage me nt?

• Can buffe r a  landowne r during timbe r price  unce rta inty, 
limite d by dis tance  to mill e tc . 

6 / 9 / 20 25
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Thank you!

Sandy Letzing
sandy@forestcarbonworks.com
971-297-1229
www.forestcarbonworks.org

mailto:email@forestcarbonworks.com


More from Our Members 

“We signed a 25-year carbon sequestration contract with 
FCW on 446 acres of our hardwood timberland. This 
contract guarantees an immediate, annual income source 
from this young hardwood acreage which would not have 
been otherwise realized.”
~ William and Judy Eshee, Mississippi, 446 Acres

“Managing the forest for carbon sequestration provides co-benefits of wildlife habitat protection, 
forest species diversity, water quality enhancement for the creek that flows through the property, 

and long-term sustainability and vitality of the forest as it grows into an ancient forest. We see this as 
a legacy for future generations of humans and other life forms that live here.” 

~ John and Julie Christensen, Oregon, 79 acres 

“My family and I have always been committed to preserving 
our land’s natural beauty, home to a diverse range of trees 
such as oaks, pines, maples, cedars, dogwoods, and more. 
Our goal has been to leave a lasting legacy for our children, 
grandchildren, and many generations to follow.” 
~ Richard and Suzanne Lackey, West Virginia, 850 Acres
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