
BEST ROUTE FOR CLIMBING KILIMANJARO 

Choosing the best route to climb Kilimanjaro depends on factors such as your fitness level, experience, 

the amount of time you have, and your preferences for scenery and challenge. Here are some of the 

most popular routes: 

1. Machame Route: 

• Pros: 

• Scenic and varied landscapes. 

• Good acclimatization opportunities. 

• Higher success rate due to gradual ascent. 

• Cons: 

• Can be crowded during peak seasons. 

• Challenging terrain in some sections. 

2. Lemosho Route: 

• Pros: 

• Offers a more remote and less crowded experience. 

• Beautiful scenery with diverse ecosystems. 

• Excellent acclimatization profile. 

• Cons: 

• Can be more expensive due to longer trekking days. 

3. Marangu Route (Coca-Cola Route): 

• Pros: 

• Shorter trekking days. 

• Comfortable sleeping huts along the route. 

• Cons: 

• Higher likelihood of encountering crowds. 

• Less scenic compared to other routes. 

• Lower acclimatization profile, potentially leading to a lower success rate. 

 

 



4. Rongai Route: 

• Pros: 

• Offers a more remote experience. 

• Less crowded compared to some other routes. 

• Different ascent and descent paths. 

• Cons: 

• Less diverse scenery compared to other routes. 

5. Northern Circuit Route: 

• Pros: 

• Longest route, providing ample time for acclimatization. 

• Least crowded route. 

• Circumnavigates the mountain, offering varied scenery. 

• Cons: 

• Longer duration can be a factor for some climbers. 

6. Shira Route: 

• Pros: 

• Similar to the Lemosho Route but starts at a higher altitude. 

• Offers excellent acclimatization. 

• Cons: 

• Can be challenging due to the higher starting point. 

When selecting a route, consider factors such as your fitness level, altitude tolerance, the length of the 

climb, and the overall experience you desire. It's advisable to choose a route that allows for proper 

acclimatization to reduce the risk of altitude-related issues and increase the chances of reaching the 

summit. Additionally, consulting with experienced guides and trekking companies can provide valuable 

insights based on current trail conditions and your individual preferences. 

 


