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Edward preaching in Maroua, Cameroon. Jan. 2010
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Do it unto the Lord

In loving memory of my beloved husband Edward Tong

A I listened to Edward’s sermons,
S I have come to realize that one
of his favourite Bible passages comes from
Matthew 6:33a “Seek first the kingdom of
What is after
the first part of that verse? “and all these
things will be added to you”. That is God’s
part. If we seek God’s will first, God will

take care of everything else. We can trust

God and his righteousness”.

Him to provide for our needs. Edward
passed that test of trust. He never secked
after any worldly possessions: money, fancy
cars, designer clothes, high tech gadgets. His
most valued earthly possessions were his few

books, and even these he could not take with

Diane Tong

him as he departed. Edward trusted God to
provide for all our needs and He did not fail
us. We even enjoyed many good things, ate

well, and went on memorable vacations.

Going back to Matthew 6:33, Edward
knew God would be faithful to do His part.
It’s the first part of the verse that is crucial:
“Seck first the kingdom of God”. That is
our part - the hard part. One wonders why
he loved this Bible passage so much. As I
look back fourteen years to understand what
went through his mind as he contemplated
going on long-term cross-cultural missions,

I think it’s tied to this passage.
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The last photo of Edward and | together at our
church fundraising gala before his illness. Feb. 2013.

Before considering Mission Heart (or a
heart for missions), we can take it one step
back and consider instead God’s Hearrt.
Edward once explained to me that seeking
the kingdom of God is like striving for the
spiritual rule of God on earth, and hence
God’s rule in the hearts of us, his children. If
Herulesin us, our heartbeat will synchronize
with His. We will discern His will and
desire. Edward did not go on missions for
the sake of missions, as if missions were some
kind of glorious fever-high indicator on the
thermometer of spiritual maturity. He did
missions because it was God’s heart. He
truly believed that God has a special place
in his heart for cross-cultural missions. After
all, the greatest missionary of
all time was Jesus Christ, who
descended Heaven to fulfill his
mission on Earth. And we are

told to follow in His footsteps.

Edward did not long to go
on missions as much as he
longed to obey God. He must
have felt that if missions are a
big part of God’s heart, and if
he is not called to stay, then he
must go. Edward did the things

that were not popular, that few

people want to do. Most people do not want
to think missions. It’s evidenced at mission
conferences. Prayer meetings, as unpopular
as they are, cannot match the record low
attendances that mission conferences seem

to garner.

Not only did he do the unpopular thing,
but he prepared for it. He did not simply
wake up one day and
decide that he would
sacrifice  his  own
comfort and set out to
Africa. It took a few
years of carrying his
cross or denying living
for himselfand his own
comfort that prepared
him ultimately for the mission field. He told
me he took advantage of Toronto’s ethnic
diversity by reaching out to Somalis in
poor neighborhoods. He went to shopping
malls and subway stations not just to hand
out gospel tracts but to identify people with
whom he could share at a deeper level. He
told me how he sensed God’s very presence
and His pleasing when he was rudely rejected
by some strangers. Even at fellowships or at

any kind of gathering of people, I always

Chatting with his supervisor on the Fulfulde Bible
Revision Project. Jan. 2010

It took a few years of
carrying his cross or
denying living for himself
and his own comfort that
prepared him ultimately
for the mission field.

noticed Edward gravitating to the loners,
the unpopular people, to reach out to them.
He stepped out of his comfort zone and did
things out of obedience and love for Christ

ecause he understood God’s heart.
b he und d God

And he knew what it took for long-term
missions. It was not his many Masters
degrees, nor his biblical knowledge, nor gift

of learning languages
that matter as much as
his attitude and discipline
that sustained him on
the field. His flexibility
working in a less-than-
ideal work environment,
his perseverance under
hardship, his humility
and  non-defensiveness ~when  being
undermined, and his discipline and hard
work were essential characteristics that I am
sure he would emphasize to those serious
about pursuing God’s work. Even many of
his colleagues in Cameroon had stated that
they would not have prevailed under the
same circumstances that Edward was faced

with.

Who said it would be easy or that it would
end gloriously? Jesus never promised that.
In fact, He promised the opposite. Even
Jesus was severely rejected by man and did
not have a glorious earthly ending by any
human standard. Edward knew that glory
awaits us in Heaven; we are not to expect it
on Earth. Edward’s final word of advice to
me when I was facing a difficult situation
was to “Do it unto the Lord, not unto man,”
wise advice from one who lived by those

words.
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