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the Principal

2025-26 school year
Target:. $640,000
Shortfall: $285,006

Dear Brothers and Sisters: NOV 1025

With God's presence and quidance, CCSTT enters its 20th academic year, with me starting my
second year as Principal. The banquet at the end of September brought back memories of last
year's welcome dinner for fhe new Principal - the same venue, a full house. But for me, fthis
group has gone from 400 new faces fo a community of brothers and sisters connected with each
other. It was heart-warming to feel the continued support and enthusiasm. After the meeting, one
brother brought a copy of my book for me to sigh, and shared his feelings about reading it when
he was sick. | am grateful that my little efforts can be used by our Heavenly Father in His work
among us.

The Canadian government has imposed a quota system and various restrictions on international
students, resulting in a drastic decrease in the number of overseas students that represented 6o%
of our student base in the past. Although local Chinese theological education opporfunities seem
abundant, pastoral needs of local Chinese churches continue fo increase. Many churches ask if |
could recommend theological students to them. This mismafch challenges the seminary and churches
to collaborate and work together. In mid-October, | had the opportunity to act as the keynote
speaker at a Marketplace Discipleship Conference in Calgary. It was hearfwarming fo see the four
major churches in the city working together fo organize the event. Amidst our busy schedules and
activities, can we collaborate and serve as one, for the future of the Chinese Church?

The most common response | heard from students in the master courses this semester was, "This
marketplace concept is so important to the church!® | especially feel the urge fo equip brothers
and sisters in developing a theological mindset. Theological education is the future of the Church.
In the coming year, besides the Master of Divinity (MDiv) and Master of Theological Studies
(MTS) programs, which will be developed in parallel with the new Master of Arts in Marketplace
Theology (MAMT), we will strengthen the non-degree Extended Education programs. Through public
events and small groups, we will explore in dialogue with brothers and sisters, markefplace concepts
and theological issues relevant to our daily life.

After the fundraising banquet and up to October 8, tofal amount raised for this academic year is
CAD254,9%4, which means we are sfill in need of CAD280,00b. We pray that brothers and sisters
will join us in looking to the Lord to provide for the ongoing needs of the seminary, so fthat
students and faculty can focus on learning and spiritual growth, moving forward with courage in
serving the Lord!

Servant in Christ,

Cean

p.s. Donations by cheques can be made to "CCSTT' and sent fo CCSTT, 33717 Bayview Avenue, Toronto, ON, Canada. MIM
364. Refer fo costf.ca for e-transfer or credit card donation defails. Official receipts will be sent via email after the end
of each semester, in February, June and October



