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EDITORIAL
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW
YEAR TO ALL L&DMBC MAGAZINE
READERS

Another calendar year has come to an end; however, our Secretary has organised a
number of events for us to enjoy during December to round off a very busy year of
activities, they are all listed in the Diary section of the Club Website but here is another
reminder. The Christmas festivities kick off with ‘Mince Pie Sunday’ 11" December
including Club 500 Racing on the Wardown Park Lake. On Monday 12" December, we
have a Pre-Christmas Meal at the Brim and Crown PH commencing at 7pm. This
replaces our annual Fish and Chip supper that has been held at the Bushmead Centre
over the past few years. Then there is our annual Post Christmas Meal at the Moat
House on Wednesday 29t December at 1.0pm preceded by a short sail at the lake
commencing at 10am. | trust you will all be making an effort to attend these events?
Finally, my thanks to all those that have supported me in producing this magazine by
providing articles. ED



A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Hi for anyone who doesn't know me | am Tony Martin your new club chairman. |
have been an active member of this committee for 15 years where | was 'Head of
Plastics'.

As my first task as chairman, | would like to thank the membership for giving me
their vote of confidence by electing me a chairman to this friendly group of
modellers. | would also like to thank last year’s committee for all their hard work
and also the members that have supported the club with the maintenance of the
lake, representing the club at shows and of course the social side.

| joined the group in 2005 after chatting to some members down the lake. This was
a new challenge for me to do working models. | have been modelling since
childhood starting with the Airfix kits. | have various passions across many themes
some of which include Aircraft, military vehicles and tanks, cars, sc-fi and boats. At
this time the club committee consisted of Dave Abbott (chairman) and Graham
Rumble (secretary), they both took me under their wing and helped me to get a
better understanding of the technical side of boating. | found that there is a vast
amount of experience and skill in this club and people are always happy to help, so
please don't be afraid to ask, If | don't know | can point you in the right direction.

| hope you enjoy being a member of this club as much as | do, if you have any
suggestions on how to improve your club experience, please do not hesitate to
contact me or a member of the committee.

Thank you

Tony Martin

SECRETARY'S NOTES

Well, the AGM is all over. The new committee is....

Chairman and Fearless Leader Tony Martin

Treasurer and looking to buy a new motor home Gareth Whale
Secretary and all-round Looney Pete Carman
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General committee members are

Graham “I'm fishing" Crow

Graham “Taxi!" Rumble

Pete “Mr Nice" James

Non executive members

John “Captain Birdseye" Lamkin, Returning Officer
Bob “The Spider” Vaughan, Webmaster

Dave “Aggie" Seath, Tea Master Extraordinaire

Another good year overall, getting back into organising shows etc. With the
demise of the January engineering show in London, and Warwick in November
there is now no dedicated RC Boat shows in our immediate area. This hopefully
will not deter you from attending Blackpool etc. In the coming year, the club will
attend Wicksteed and North Weald shows, plus the normal club shows at
Stevenage, Northampton, St Albans, Brambleton, Aylesbury and hopefully Tring!
Some little pointers though, can you please remember to clear the tables when
used and stack them on the trolley.

Please help clear up litter in the compound

Keep the steps and landing stage clear

Communicate with the public!!

And finally.....CLUB SUBS ARE DUE!

Ps at the AGM, we voted in trustees. These are

Bob Vaughan

Mike Skuce

Terry Martin

Their main focus is to run the club in the event of no committee being elected or
something happening to the committee, like being poisoned by members!

For the New Year there are Club meetings at Bushmead on January 9™ featuring
alternative modelling. Bring along your Cars, Trucks, Tanks, Plastics and Trains
etc. Just a fun night.

Bushmead February 13™. Weathering Models...... A how to guide!

Finally, the Committee wish you all a happy new year

Pete Carmen



WILD DUCK (BLUE TEAL)

Late in 2021 | was approached by Chris Jackson with a request to build a model yacht.
He had come across an article in an old Model Boat Magazine (July 2017) for a small
sloop which had been designed and built by Ray Woods, it was called ‘Wild Duck’.

After a short discussion and having read the article in Model Boats, | agreed to build it on
the bases that Chris would purchase the laser cut wood pack and plans kit from Sarik
Hobbies. In the mean time | located the article from my store of Model Boat digital issues
and copied it for reference purposes.

Being the Christmas period there was a slight delay of a few weeks before | received the
kit (January 2022) shown in Photo 01. This allowed me to inspect the wood pack, study
the plans and take another look at the article.

Photo 01. The Kit of Parts

Photo 02. Assembly Jig




My first job was to construct an assembly jig to support the bulkheads during the hull’'s
construction in accordance with the Ray Woods article (Photo 02) this is to ensure that
each bulkhead is positioned correctly along the hull's centre line. With the jig assembled
it allowed me to proceed with the removal of the bulkheads and the keel from their
frames using a Stanley knife to cut the tiny joins left in the laser cut plywood. The
removed parts can be seen in Photo 03.

Photo 03. Laser Cut Parts Removed

With all the main bulkheads removed | was now ready to begin assembly. Each bulkhead
was positioned up against a guide attached to the jig and spot bonded into position
(Photo 04).

Photo 04. Bulkheads Spot Bonded to Assembly Jig

The three layers of the keel were bonded together and trial fitted into position between
the slots in the bulkheads. Unfortunately, the slots in the two aft bulkheads B6 and B8
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had not been laser cut wide enough to accept the keel width, requiring them to be
modified (increase the width of the keel slots B6 and B8). With the modifications carried
out it allowed the keel to be fitted into its required position after some minor trimming of
the bulkhead slots. With this completed the aft bulkhead Transom was fitted and glued
into position Photo 05.

Photo 05. Bulkheads and Keel Bonded into Position

Photo 06. First Layer of Stringers Fitted

The Chine and Gunwale stringers were next to be fitted, being made up of two layers of
6x3mm thick obechi strips. This required some trimming of the slots in the bulkheads in
order for the stringers to sit neatly in position Photo 06 shows the first layer of stringers
fitted and glued into place.

Photo 07 shows the second layer of stringers formed and glued into position over the
first layer, this provides added strength. When all the glue joints had dried the frame work



was sanded down to ensure the stringers were level with the edges of the bulkheads and
ready to receive the outer skins.

Photo 07. Second Layer of Stringers Fitted

I made templates for the hull’'s outer skins using cardboard obtained from cereal packets.
Initially cutting the cardboard to the approximate required shape and then placing the
card over the hull and marking the card against the shape of the frame using a sharp
pencil.

Using the card template for the side of the hull, | marked a sheet of 1mm plywood to the
required shape and cut it to size using a Stanley knife. The cut sheet was offered up to
the hull to verify its correct size and then glued to the hull frame, clamping and pinning it
into position. The same procedure was adopted for the other side of the hull Photo 08.

Photo 08. Side Skins Clamped and Glued




The template for the bottom of the hull was also made from cardboard and again the
same procedure was adopted to that of the sides of the hull. The hull with all the sides
covered is shown in Photo 09. The hull was then sanded down to its required profile.

Photo 09. Hull Bottom Pinned and Glued into position

The Fin keel arrangement in the original design is removable; however, Chris had
stipulated that with his model it should be fixed. | constructed the keel from two pieces of
aluminium plate bonded and screwed together plus two layers of 1mm thick plywood to
increase its thickness to match that of the slot in the bottom of the hull. Photo 10 shows
the completed keel less its ballast weight; this will be cast and fitted later.

Photo 10. Basic Fin Keel - Less Ballast

With the basic hull construction completed it was time to remove the hull from the
construction board. All the supplied bulkheads are partly laser cut to the required shape

for the deck and cabin profile thus | was only required to carefully cut along the laser cut
lines in order to remove the hull from the build frame.



Three more bulkheads were then fitted to complete the cabin structure. Two formed the
front (B2.5) and rear (B6.5) of the cabin structure, these were laminated in teak which
gave the model a more luxurious appearance (at the request of Chris), the rear bulkhead
(6.5) also had the edges of the doorway rebated prior to adding the lamination which
formed a groove to enable a sliding partition to be fitted. | also added a roof bulkhead at
position B4 to support the cabin roof. My modified design would not require the cabin roof
to open over its entire length but stop at position B4. The fixed roof would then be able to
support the mast which would not be removable. The modified bulkhead arrangement is
shown in Photo 11.

Photo 11. Hull Removed from Base Board and additional

Bulkheads Fitted

The next task was to complete the cabin structure. Two strips of obechi were cut to
length to form the edges of the cabin roof these were pre-formed by soaking in warm
water and then bending them in a jig to form a curve after which they were left to dry.
Once the correct amount of curvature had been obtained the wood strips were cut to the
required length and bonded along the corners of the roof bulkhead structure. When the
glue was set the stringers were sanded down to match the cabin bulkhead profile.

| decided to create a large hatch in the roof to allow access to the radio and sail servo
with a smaller sliding hatch for the power switch. Two ¥ x % stringers were used and
inserted in parallel between two of the main cabin bulkheads which required cutting away
to give clear access to the inside of the hull. A frame was then made for the main hatch
whose cross members were curved to match the cabin’s roof profile as shown in Photo
12.

In order to cover the large access-hatch a card template was created and from this the
1mm plywood roof cover produced, this was then bonded to the hatch frame and trimmed
to the hatch profile. The Hand Rails for the cabin roof were removed from the laser cut
sheet and a 1.5mm slot machined along its length 3mm up from the bottom edge of the
handrails to accommodate a small sliding hatch. Each of the two hand rails were then
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bonded onto the hatch roof and a small hatch cover made to fit between the grooves of
the two handrails.

Photo 12 Cabin Roof Hatch Construction

For the foredeck covering | made yet another card template to fit between the front cabin
bulkhead and the keel stem piece. From this a 1mm thick plywood deck was cut and
trimmed to fit in position. It was then marked using a 2H pencil to depict deck planking
and painted with resin varnish. The foredeck was then fitted and bonded into position on
the Hull. A small Hatch and a bollard were made and fitted to the fore deck as shown in
Photo 13.

Photo 13. Cabin Hatch and Fore Deck Completed

As the time was approaching when | would be covering the entire vessel, | decide to fit a
footing for the mast which was to be placed on the keel. | cut a block of wood and drilled
a 6mm diameter hole through its centre to accept the fibreglass mast. To this | bonded a
piece of 3mm thick plywood fitted with M2.5 screw in its centre to match the tapped bush
at the bottom of the mast. This assembly was then fitted and bonded to the base of the
keel Photo 14.
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Photo 14. Mast Footing Bonded into Position

Next my attention was directed to the Well Deck. On inspecting the plan, | discovered
that | required an additional bulkhead, this is required to form the back of the well deck
and is not supplied as part of the kit, it is also not shown as a separate item on the
drawing just a dotted outline. So, using the drawing as a guide | made the additional
bulkhead from a small sheet of 3mm plywood.

It should be noted that no parts are supplied to build the well deck detail. Making the
required parts appears to be left to the individual. It is also necessary to cut away the top
and sides of the Well deck bullheads to allow the seats to be designed and fitted. Photo
15 shows the bulkheads roughly cut away prior to the seat construction

Photo 15. Bulkheads Cut Away for Seating

Continuing with the well deck construction | designed and made the well deck from 3mm
plywood, this was pencil marked the same as the foredeck to create the planking look. It
was and then varnished before fitting together with the aft bulkhead, into the well deck
area Photo 16.
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Photo 16 Well Deck Fitted in Position

Parts for the seating were created from 3mm and 1.5mm plywood, trimmed to fit and
varnished prior to bonding into place within the well deck Photo 17.

Photo 17. Seating Cut to Size and Bonded into Position

Before installing the rudder servo, it was necessary to increase the thickness of the
bulkhead and Transom to allow for screw inserts to be fitted to retain the stern cover in
position. To achieve this, two strips of 3mm plywood were inserted across the width of
the rear well deck bulkhead and the Transom. When the glue was cured the strips were
sanded down to match the curved profile of both bulkhead and transom. The cover was
made from 1mm thick plywood being cut and trimmed to fit the servo rudder
compartment. Five pilot holes were then drilled through the cover into the bulkheads then
the holes in the bulkheads opened up to accept the brass 10BA inserts.

A mounting plate for the rudder servo was made from 3mm plywood and trimmed to fit in
the servo compartment. The servo was screwed to the mounting and then inserted and
glued into the compartment ensuring that the actuator spindle was on the centre line of
the hull and that the servo lead had been connected to the extension lead previously

installed under the well deck floor.
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Photo 18. Servo’s, Radio and Batteries Fitted

The remaining electronic controls are housed in the cabin, a mounting plate was made
for the sail servo, a box was created for the batteries as well as the receiver and a
mounting plate was provided for the ON/OFF power switch. Photo 18 shows all these
items fitted and wired.

A brass extension shaft was added to the rudder servo drive to which was added a cross
piece in order to actuate the rudder, when it is eventually installed Photo 19.

e 2%
Photo 19. Servo Extension Shaft and Cross Piece

The keel of the hull had not been fully completed in that it required a final sheet of 1mm
plywood to cover part of the keel opening and final sand down with small amounts of filler
to eliminate any small dinks etc see Photo 20.
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Photo 20. Hull Final Covering & Sanded

The kit provided two pre-cut sheets of 1mm plywood for the cabin sides; however, these
had pre-cut elongated portholes for which both Chris and I could not find any such
fittings. It was decided to replace the pre-cut sides with new ones having three round
portholes. In practice | made two additional blanks and bonded them to the supplied
cabin sides to increase the thickness before punching three holes in the sides to suit the
round portholes | had obtained see Photo 21. These were duly mounted onto the sides
of the cabin and bonded into position Photo 22.

Photo 21. New Cabin Sides Photo 22. Cabin Sides Fitted

| decide to paint the cabin roofs next as | have been given a rattle can of turquoise/light
blue paint. All the necessary parts were masked and then painted. | made a pair of sall
winches for the main cabin roof which were mounted into position on small square pieces
of teak laminate Photo 23. All these parts were then mounted onto the yacht on a
temporary bases Photo 24.
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Photo 23. Cabin Roofs Painted

Photo 24. Cabin Roofs Temporary Fitting

The rudder was assembled from three pieces of laser cut 3mm plywood which were
bonded together and a tiller arm inserted into the slot in the rudder assembly Photo 25.

Photo 25. Rudder Assembly
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Photo 26 Rudder Hardware

The rudder hardware comprising various hinges and a pivot rod were made and cleaned
Photo 26. With all the necessary parts created they were assembled which allowed the
rudder system to be tested Photo 27.

Photo 27 Rudder Assembled

Photo 28. Turnbuckles Mounted to Cabin Sides
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Two turnbuckles were soldered to mounting plates, allowing them to be bolted to the
sides of the cabin for supporting the mast Photo 28

To cast the ballast weight, I initially made a plug out of wood in accordance with the
instructions on the drawing. | then made a female mould out of concrete using the plug.
Then | melted a quantity of led and gently poured it into the concrete mould which was
allowed to cool. This process was repeated for the other half of the ballast weight. The
two half weights were then machined to fit around the bottom of the fin keel Photo 29.

Photo 29 Male Plug, Female Mould and Cast Ballast
Weights

The ballast weights were fitted to the bottom of the keel and screwed/bonded into place.
The assembly was then given a coat of Halfords grey primer Photo 30.

Photo 30 Painted Keel with Ballast Weight Attached

The weighted keel was then inserted into the slot in the bottom of the yachts hull and
bonded into position, any gaps between the keel and the hull being filled with epoxy filler;
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finally, the keel was painted black all over Photo 31.

Photo 31 Painted and Fitted Keel

It was now time to paint the hull starting with the inside upper walls of the well deck which
were brush painted white Photo 32.

Photo 32 Well Deck Walls Painted White

To paint the main hull, the rudder including its fittings, the painted roof and hatches were
removed and the hull given a final sanding with fine sandpaper. The insides of the
portholes were masked to prevent paint entering into cabin. The hull and cabin sides
were brush painted with white primer, allowed to dry and sanded down, filling any
blemishes and repeating the painting of the undercoat until all blemishes have been
eliminated. The upper hull and cabin sides were then painted with white gloss paint.

When the gloss paint was thoroughly dry, | masked the top of the hull above the water
line and also the black painted keel. The lower half of the hull was then spray painted
with Halfords red oxide. When this was dry, | sprayed over it with Humbrol clear satin
acrylic varnish and when this was dry all of the masking was removed. Next, | painted the
rudder the same as for the hull ensuring that the waterline matched that of the hull. The
complete painted hull can be seen in Photo 33.
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Photo 33 Painted Hull

With the painting completed the previously removed parts could be refitted starting with
the main cabin roof. This time it was bonded into place on the cabin structure and held in
position until the glue was set. The hatch assembly was then fitted into place and
checked to verify that it would slide open and close and the glazed white plastic portholes
were fitted and bonded into the holes in the cabin sides.

All the brass fittings were then cleaned which then allowed the rudder to be assembled to
the hull together with the Port/Starboard mast securing turnbuckles being bolted to the
cabin sides and a main sail horse made from 1.5mm brass rod fitted across the width of
the aft servo cover Photo 34.

Photo 34 Main Sail Horse and Rudder Fitted

The final actions - add all the rigging, to this end Chris had purchased a set of sails from
‘NYLET' (made from Dacron) which made life easier. Using the sails as a guide | was
able to decide on the height of the carbon fibre tube mast and cut it to length, plugging
the open end with a short length of dowel and to this a three-way navigation light was
glued into position (Red/Green/White).

With the main mast in position, | could proceed and hoist the sails. For the foresail |
needed to make a turnbuckle to secure the sail to the stem piece. A small brass plate of
20



which one end of the turnbuckle was soldered using a wire loop. The plate was then
screwed to the stem piece. Another item required was a Foresail Horse; this was made
from a length of 1.5mm brass rod bent to the required shape and fitted to the front end of
the cabin roof.

To hoist the main sail, | needed to make a goose neck in order to secure the boom to the
main mast, this was accomplished by soldering two pieces of brass tubing together, one
to fit securely over the boom and the other to slide freely over the main mast.

Using some strong yarn and a few eye screws, the sails were hoisted into place and the
main sail boom attached to the sail winch servo. The final action was to make some
name plate labels to be attached to the port and starboard bow and one across the stern.
This was done by printing the new name, chosen by Chris ‘BLUE TEAL’ onto some
transfer paper, sealing the print with acrylic varnish, cut the label to size and water sliding
the completed item onto the hull. Photos 35 and 36 show the completed Yacht on its
display stand.

Photo 35 Photo 36

I handed the completed yacht to Chris which he happily took away. Eventually we
arrange to meet at the Stevenage Lake for an inaugural sail. During this lapse in time
Chris had bonded some hard wood trim to the side of the hull and of course added a
Helmsman. Finally, Photos 37 and 38 is of the Yacht, Blue Teal sailing on the water on
the Stevenage Lake.
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Photo 38 Blue Teal on the Water

Do hope you have found this article about the building of Wild Duck/Blue Teal of interest.
There was a lot of interest shown at the 2022 St. Albans Big Model Show about how |
went about the build of the vessel, well now you know, happy modelling

Tony Dalton.
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TELFORD 2022 PLASTIC MODEL SHOW

Telford Weekend 2022 Report. The Scale Model world show is the biggest static model
show in Europe if not the world and has been held at the Telford International Centre for
quite a few years. Being the custodian of the Chiltern Scale Model Club stand (and
member of said club) it is down to me to get it transported and set up ready for the rest of
the club members to put their models on display.

The show runs from Saturday and Sunday of the remembrance weekend but setup
commences on Friday afternoon. Being a 2 day show and a long distance it was decided
to make a weekend break away for the both of us. Having loaded the car Friday morning
with stand, models and all the baggage (including the kitchen sink) we set off up the M1
to the show. It turned out to be one of the most uneventful journeys we have had as
accidents and traffic on the M1 and the M6 at Fort Dunlop and the M6-M5 junction have
in the past put us behind schedule by sometime... Arriving at Telford town centre at 12.30
in the afternoon there was a bit of time to kill as booking into the hotel and getting into the
show site would be from 3.00 PM onwards. This was filled in with an all-day breakfast
and a bit of shopping in the local ASDA. The hotel allowed us to book in early so after
getting my wife Lyn settled in and some of the gear unloaded it was off to the venue.

Security is quite tight so a vehicle pass had to be carried to allow entry on site. Luckily, |
had this already filled in as in previous years | have had to fill it out on the dashboard
while in the queue to get in. Once through the gate and parked it was off to get the all-
important wristband pass. This gets into the show for set up and access on both show
days without the hassle of showing membership cards or paying to get in. While in the
queue, | bumped into one of the other club members, John who had already managed to
get his band. With this done it was time to find out if the space allocated was in the spot
on the floor plan as there are 2 large and 1 slightly smaller hall to choose from. John had
a four wheeled collapsible fishing trolley so we were unloaded and set up in no time. With
this done it was time to get back to the digs and for John to find his accommodation. This
took a bit of finding as it was a converted office block on an industrial site. | couldn't resist
asking if the hotel management had given him a uniform and torch as he could be the
building security for the night!! We had arranged to meet up at a pub in Wellington a
couple of miles north of the town centre for our evening meal so no beer as | was the
elected driver.

Saturday morning it was up early with breakfast at 7.45 am ready to gain entry at 9.00.
As per usual it was full english for me with 2 of everything, just to set me up for the day
you understand!! The Premier Inn where we were staying was within walking distance of
the show so Lyn could use the car to do some early Christmas shopping. After the short
15-minute walk with a few friends who were staying at the same hotel, it was time to join
the queue for entry into the show. This did not take too long as the magic wristband came
into play so | bypassed some standing around. Inside the halls it was already busy with
the traders doing plenty of sales. Having reached the club stand | found that John had
beaten me again and was already bringing back his latest purchases to stow behind the
display for safe keeping. Also a few more club members had arrived and added to the
club display so that it was more than a two man show. This was much appreciated as the
club chairman had been taken ill and could not attend. The show itself is huge and it is
impossible to see everything in a short space of time, with other club stands, special
interest groups and the major competition all to take a look at, of course not forgetting the
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trade stands for your latest acquisitions. | did many trips back and forth to our stand to
allow other members to go off and explore the show. After a great day of diving about,
looking at all the different models of aircraft, ships, tanks, cars, Sci-Fi and figures in many
different scales as well as talking shop to old friends etc, it was back to the hotel for a
qguick shower and change for the evening meal at the Holiday Inn down the road with yet
another group of friends from the Miniature Armoured Fighting Vehicle Association
(M.A.F.V.A for short) who had organised a dining reservation for us all. After a good meal
with good friends and a couple of pints as Lyn felt confident to drive it was back to the
Premier Inn to crash out ready for the second and last day of the show.

Day 2 was more of the same (english breakfast then walk) but with the crowds a little
thinner so it was a bit easier navigating about and this time taking some photos on the
phone for the facebook page. The competition results had also been announced and that
area was also open for viewing so | had to take a look and see (plus more photos). With
the show winding down and finishing at 4.00pm it was time to pack it all back into the car
that | had managed to pick up from the hotel. The breakdown was greatly assisted by
John and Dave who had come up on both days and so it was back to the hotel for the
last night as | had decided to stay Sunday night and avoid the queuing traffic builds up on
the motorways at that time of an evening. After a good night's sleep and you've guessed
it, breakfast, it was time to load up and finally head back home. | hope this has given the
membership a brief glimpse of another part of our hobby of model making and it is well
worth a visit

TONY and LYN MARTIN

END
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