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Lesson 42: 1st, 2nd, & 3rd John 
1st John 
· Written by the Apostle John who also wrote the Gospel of John and the 

Book of Revelation. 
· Written between 66-70AD, possibly right after the Gospel of John. 
· Probably written to Christians in and around Asia while John was living 

in western Turkey. 
· An extremely practical letter written to Christians who were dealing 

with more than their share of false teachers. 
· Key verse: “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the 

Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life” (5:13). 
 
OUTLINE 
· INTRODUCTION. (1-2) 

· An eyewitness account. “That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim 
concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it 
and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which 
was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you 
what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellow-
ship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.” (1:1-
4) 

· John was an Apostle, called by Jesus and an eyewitness to 
his life, teachings, miracles, and resurrection. 

· The eyewitness nature of the New Testament lends to its 
credibility. 

· That which was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked at and our hands have touched…  

· The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it…  
· We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard…  

· Light and Darkness. “This is the message we have heard from him 
and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at 
all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” (1:5-7) 

· John contrasts light and darkness - God is light... 
· A person claiming to follow Jesus while continuing to walk 

in the darkness is a liar. 
· Those who follow Jesus walk in fellowship and purity. 

· Sin and forgiveness. “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
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unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him 
out to be a liar and his word is not in us.” (1:8-10) 

· When Paul wrote, “...all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God” (Romans 3:23) it includes all of us. 

· Anyone who claims otherwise not only deceives them-
selves, but frames Jesus as a liar. 

· Confession is good for the soul because God will always 
forgive us and purify us. 

· PURPOSE STATEMENT. “My dear children, I write this to you so that 
you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world.” (2:1-2) 

· If John were writing a dissertation this would be his thesis state-
ment. 

· Jesus Christ, God Incarnate, is the atoning sacrifice for the sins of 
the world. 

· BASIC PRINCIPLES OF LIFE IN CHRIST (2) 
· Obedience. “We know that we have come to know him if we keep 

his commands. Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do 
what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 
But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete 
in them. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to 
live in him must live as Jesus did.” (2:3-6) 

· Followers of Jesus (Christians) live as he did according to 
his teachings and example. 

· Those who claim to follow Jesus, but do not live according 
to his teachings and example are liars. 

· ‘Being good’ does not save us or get us into heaven - ‘being 
good’ is the evidence that we are saved and on our way to 
heaven. 

· “...because of his great love for us, God, who is rich 
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved… it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can 
boast.” (Ephesians 2:4-9) 

· “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 
claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith 
save them? ...faith by itself, if it is not accompanied 
by action, is dead… You believe that there is one 
God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and 
shudder… As the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without deeds is dead.” (James 2:14-26) 

· Authenticity. “Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command 
but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old 
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command is the message you have heard. Yet I am writing you a 
new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the 
darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.” (2:7-8) 

· Love. “Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother 
or sister is still in the darkness. Anyone who loves their brother 
and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to make 
them stumble. But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the 
darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know 
where they are going, because the darkness has blinded 
them.” (2:9-11) 

· Jesus said the same thing, “You have heard that it was said 
to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone 
who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that 
anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject 
to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, 
‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, 
‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.” (Matthew 
5:21-22) 

· If we claim to walk in the light of Christ anger, bitterness, 
and hatred open the door to darkness. 

· Assurance. “I am writing to you, dear children, because your sins 
have been forgiven on account of his name. I am writing to you, 
fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am 
writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil 
one. I write to you, dear children, because you know the Father. I 
write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the be-
ginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and 
the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil 
one.” (2:12-14) 

· ...your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 
· ...you know him who is from the beginning. (he wrote this 

twice) 
· ...you have overcome the evil one. (he wrote this twice, too) 
· ...you know the Father. 
· ...you are strong. 
· ...the word of God lives in you... 

· LIVING IN THE WORLD. (2) 
· Affection. “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If an-

yone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. For eve-
rything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 
The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of 
God lives forever.” (2:15-17) 

· ...the world - the cultural attitudes, standards, ethics, and 
morals based on the devil’s deception and the sinful nature 
of humanity since the Fall (Genesis 3) - is diametrically in-
compatible and opposed to the way of Christ. 
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· We will never love God or follow Jesus as long as our af-
fections lie in the world. 

· Nothing of the world will last - whoever does the will of 
God lives forever. 

· Apostates. “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have 
heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists 
have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. They went out 
from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had be-
longed to us, they would have remained with us; but their going 
showed that none of them belonged to us.” (2:18-19) 

· John makes a distinction between the antichrist who is 
coming and antichrists who are already among us. 

· Apparently, there were those who had left the church be-
cause they were deceived by false teaching.  

· Jesus warned about this! 
· “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in 

sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious 
wolves. By their fruit you will recognize 
them.” (Matthew 7:15) 

· “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will 
come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and 
will deceive many.” (Matthew 24:4-5) 

· “At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the 
Messiah!’ or, ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 
For false messiahs and false prophets will appear 
and perform signs and wonders to deceive, if possi-
ble, even the elect. So be on your guard; I have told 
you everything ahead of time.” (Mark 13:21-23) 

· Anointing. “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and 
all of you know the truth. I do not write to you because you do not 
know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie 
comes from the truth.” (2:20-21)  

· The Holy Spirit brings the anointing when we receive 
Christ as Savior. 

· We know the truth because Jesus is the truth (John 14:6) 
· False teachers. “Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is 

the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father 
and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever 
acknowledges the Son has the Father also. As for you, see that 
what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, 
you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. And this is what 
he promised us—eternal life.” (2:22-25)  

· Jesus Christ is God Incarnate - whoever denies this is a liar. 
· This is the foundation of the faith that saves us. 

· Encouragement. "I am writing these things to you about those 
who are trying to lead you astray. As for you, the anointing you 
received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to 
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teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and 
as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, 
remain in him. And now, dear children, continue in him, so that 
when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him 
at his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that eve-
ryone who does what is right has been born of him.” (2:26-29) 

· The Holy Spirit is absolutely the best teacher you will ever 
have. 

· Jesus said, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching… 
All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advo-
cate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of eve-
rything I have said to you.” (John 14:23-26) 

· Remember these things! 
· Each of us is responsible to do the work of prayerful-

ly studying and apply the Bible. 
· Biblical preachers and teachers can be a great asset 

in helping us grow in the faith, but no one is ever in-
fallible. 

· Differences of opinion or interpretation are not nec-
essarily false doctrine. 

· When we prayerfully combine a contextual approach 
to Scripture with historical Christian orthodoxy and 
let the Holy Spirit lead us we will not be led astray. 

· CHILDREN OF GOD. (3) 
· God’s great love. “See what great love the Father has lavished on 

us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we 
are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will 
be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ 
appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is 
pure.” (3:1-3) 

· Being called “children of God,” is a great privilege, not a 
point of personal pride! 

· Our place of belonging as “children of God,” flows from 
his “great love” for us. 

· Grace and sin. “Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
lawlessness. But you know that he appeared so that he might take 
away our sins. And in him is no sin. No one who lives in him 
keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him 
or known him.” (3:4-6) 

· Sin is defined by the law (Scripture in our context) and is 
not subject to our desires or opinions. 
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· When it comes to dealing with our sin remember what Paul 
wrote, “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness’” (2 Corinthians 
12:9). 

· There is no sin in Christ - he is perfect. Therefore, no one 
who lives in him keeps on (willfully) sinning. 

· “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so 
that grace may increase? By no means! We are those 
who have died to sin; how can we live in it any long-
er?” (Romans 6:1-2) 

· “If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do 
and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them” (James 4:17). 

· Evidence of salvation. “Dear children, do not let anyone lead you 
astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 
righteous. The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because 
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son 
of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. No one who is 
born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in 
them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of 
God. This is how we know who the children of God are and who 
the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is 
right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their 
brother and sister.” (3:7-10) 

· Paul wrote, “God made him who had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God” (2 Corinthians 5:21); “Therefore, since we have been 
justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by 
faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast 
in the hope of the glory of God” (Romans 5:1-2). 

· We are not righteous because we do what is right, we are 
righteous because God makes us so in Christ and do what is 
right because of him. 

· LOVE IN ACTION. (3) 
· Do not be like Cain. “For this is the message you heard from the 

beginning: We should love one another. Do not be like Cain, who 
belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did 
he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his broth-
er’s were righteous. Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, 
if the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death 
to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not love re-
mains in death. Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murder-
er, and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in 
him.” (3:11-15) 

· Cain. “In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits 
of the soil as an offering to the LORD. And Abel also 
brought an offering—fat portions from some of the 
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firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel 
and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not 
look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was 
downcast… Now Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let’s go 
out to the field.’ While they were in the field, Cain attacked 
his brother Abel and killed him” (Genesis 4:3-8). 

· If the local church is the family of God (and it is) we must 
be careful how we treat our brothers and sisters because 
“Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer.” 

· Be like Jesus. “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for 
our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and 
sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can 
the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love 
with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” (3:16-18) 

· Jesus is our definition of love because, “God is love” (1 
John 4:16) and because of his teachings and example. 

· Our love must be more than lip-service! It requires action 
and authenticity. 

· Assurance in the Spirit. “This is how we know that we belong to 
the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: If our 
hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, 
and he knows everything. Dear friends, if our hearts do not con-
demn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him 
anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what 
pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of 
his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded 
us. The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in 
them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by 
the Spirit he gave us.” (3:19-24) 

· In other words, if you know you know. 
· “This is how we know...” 

· Our hearts are at rest - peace. Jesus said, “Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27). 

· Blamelessness. While perfection eludes us in this life 
we can be blameless, “if our hearts do not condemn 
us.” - this is the work of the Holy Spirit, not our con-
science. 

· The Holy Spirit confirms our place in the Kingdom 
of God. 

· DISCERNMENT. “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is 
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not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is 
coming and even now is already in the world. You, dear children, are 
from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world. They are from the world and 
therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to 
them. We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but who-
ever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the 
Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.” (4:1-6) 

· Followers of Jesus have the gift of discernment through the Holy 
Spirit - use it! 

· “...do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world.” 

· The litmus test. “Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit 
that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.” 

· As a follower of Christ, you can recognize the truth. Therefore, 
you can also recognize lies. 

· LOVE ONE ANOTHER. (4) 
· “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Who-
ever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This 
is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; 
but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us.” (4:7-12) 

· Love is evidence that we are followers of Christ - lovers of 
God. 

· God loved us first and enables us to love others. 
· The love we share is the best way to see evidence of God in 

this life. 
· “And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is 

love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. This is 
how love is made complete among us so that we will have confi-
dence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because 
fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made 
perfect in love. We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims 
to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever 
does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, can-
not love God, whom they have not seen. And he has given us this 
command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother 
and sister.” (4:16-21) 
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· God loved us first. 
· We can trust in the love God has for us. 
· God’s love gives us hope for the day of judgement. 
· There is no fear in love... 
· Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sis-

ter. 
· ACKNOWLEDGING CHRIST. (4-5) 

· “This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has 
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father 
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowl-
edges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in 
God.” (4:13-15) 

· “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, 
and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. This is 
how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and 
carrying out his commands. In fact, this is love for God: to keep 
his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for every-
one born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has 
overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the 
world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God.” (5:1-5) 

· Jesus Christ is God Incarnate - this is the believe part of 
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” 

· To love God is to follow the teachings and example of Je-
sus Christ. 

· “This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He 
did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the 
Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are 
three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the 
three are in agreement. We accept human testimony, but God’s 
testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he 
has given about his Son. Whoever believes in the Son of God ac-
cepts this testimony. Whoever does not believe God has made him 
out to be a liar, because they have not believed the testimony God 
has given about his Son. And this is the testimony: God has given 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have 
life.” (5:6-12) 

· Jesus is truth and the Holy Spirit shows truth. 
· Anyone who contradicts the truth of Scripture as revealed 

by the Holy Spirit cannot be trusted. 
· We find agreement with one another because the Holy Spir-

it leads us in the same direction. 
· Jesus = life. 
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· CONCLUSION. (5) 
· “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 

God so that you may know that you have eternal life. This is the 
confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears 
us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of 
him.” (5:13-15) 

· John restates his thesis, “I write these things to you who be-
lieve in the name of the Son of God so that you may know 
that you have eternal life.” 

· Our confidence is in Christ. 
· “If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead 

to death, you should pray and God will give them life. I refer to 
those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to 
death. I am not saying that you should pray about that. All wrong-
doing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death.” (5:16-
17) 

· The “sin that leads to death” is that which God defined in 
Scripture. 

· If we feel someone has sinned against us in a way that is 
not defined in Scripture we should pray for them. 

· “We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the 
One who was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one can-
not harm them. We know that we are children of God, and that the 
whole world is under the control of the evil one. We know also 
that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so 
that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true 
by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal 
life.” (5:18-20) 

· We know that we are children of God... 
· We also know that the Son of God has come... 
· We also know that… [he] has given us understanding... 
· ...we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus 

Christ. 
· PS. “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.” (5:21) 
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2nd John 
· Written by the Apostle John - “The elder” (the old man) very shortly 

after 1st John, but before 70AD. 
· Written to “the lady chosen by God” - could be a local church or an ac-

tual person. 
 
OUTLINE 
· GREETING. “The elder, To the lady chosen by God and to her children, 

whom I love in the truth—and not I only, but also all who know the 
truth—because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forev-
er: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, 
the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love.” (vv. 1-3) 

· John’s reference to himself as “The elder,” is probably not the 
church office, but ‘the old man.’ 

· “...the lady chosen by God and to her children,” could be a refer-
ence to a particular local church or a woman and her children. 

· MESSAGE.  
· Truth and love. “It has given me great joy to find some of your 

children walking in the truth, just as the Father commanded us. 
And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one 
we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 
And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As 
you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk 
in love.” (vv. 4-6) 

· This is not a new command - it is something we already 
know. 

· “...this is love: that we walk in obedience to his com-
mands… his command is that you walk in love.”  

· Dealing with false teachers. “I say this because many deceivers, 
who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have 
gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the 
antichrist. Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked 
for, but that you may be rewarded fully. Anyone who runs ahead 
and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have 
God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and 
the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, 
do not take them into your house or welcome them. Anyone who 
welcomes them shares in their wicked work.” (vv. 7-11) 

· There were a large number of deceivers (false teachers) in 
John’s day, just as there are in the present day. 

· John advocated separation from those who do not continue 
in the teaching of Christ. 

· CONCLUSION. “I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use 
paper and ink. Instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, 
so that our joy may be complete. The children of your sister, who is cho-
sen by God, send their greetings.” (vv. 12-13) 
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3rd John 
· Written by the Apostle John between 66-70AD. 
· A personal letter written to a man named, Gaius. 
 
OUTLINE 
· GREETING. “The elder, To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the 

truth.” (v. 1) 
· MESSAGE. 

· Encouragement to Gaius. “Dear friend, you are faithful in what 
you are doing for the brothers and sisters, even though they are 
strangers to you. They have told the church about your love. 
Please send them on their way in a manner that honors God. It 
was for the sake of the Name that they went out, receiving no help 
from the pagans. We ought therefore to show hospitality to such 
people so that we may work together for the truth.” (vv. 5-8) 

· We do not know anything Gaius other than he was a friend 
of John’s. 

· Apparently, Gaius was helping other Christians who trav-
eled through his community. 

· John encouraged him to continue with his support of those 
passing through. 

· The problem with Diotrephes. “I wrote to the church, but Di-
otrephes, who loves to be first, will not welcome us. So when I 
come, I will call attention to what he is doing, spreading mali-
cious nonsense about us. Not satisfied with that, he even refuses 
to welcome other believers. He also stops those who want to do so 
and puts them out of the church.” (vv. 9-10) 

· Diotrephes may have been a pastor or an influential layper-
son - either way, he was a problem. 

· For whatever reason Diotrephes was using his influence to 
discourage others in the church from helping those passing 
through and even trying to excommunicate them. 

· Defense of Demetrius. “Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil 
but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God. An-
yone who does what is evil has not seen God. Demetrius is well 
spoken of by everyone—and even by the truth itself. We also speak 
well of him, and you know that our testimony is true.” (vv. 11-12) 

· We know nothing of Demetrius except he had a good repu-
tation. 

· He may have been trying to help those passing through or 
even standing against Diotrephes. 

· CONCLUSION. “I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so 
with pen and ink. I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face. 
Peace to you. The friends here send their greetings. Greet the friends 
there by name.” (v. 13) 
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