5 Things you should know about

Homelessness in Florida

Florida Leads the Nation in Reducing Homelessness

The Florida Legislature’s investment in the Homeless CoCs has resulted in a

significant decrease in homelessness. Florida led the nation and had the o)
largest absolute decrease in homelessness of any state from 2007-2023, a : 47 /O
decrease of 17,313 or 36%. When adjusted for population, Florida saw a 47%

decrease in homelessness from 2007-2023.

Flexibility is Key to Addressing Needs of Subpopulations

The State Funded Homeless Challenge Grant ~ Families with Children 7444
flexibility is key to addressing the various needs Mentally Ill 5194
of |r?d'|\./|duals experiencing homglesspess. The Substance Use P
flexibility allows the CoC to provide client
Domestic Violence 2145

focused individualized supports.

Homelessness Among the Elderly is Growing 27%

Elderly individuals are being faced with increasing costs and increased of persons experiencing
rents. The average 1 bedroom rental is $1,311. According to the Social homelessness are 55+

security administration, an average SSI check is $1,777. The largest age @

group of homelessness is 55-64; a total of 8,372 individuals are 55 and over. ?
Permanent Supportive Housing is Cost Effective PSH is
Permanent Supportive Housing is a cost-effective strategy for moving 300/
chronically homeless persons into homes. 96% of persons enrolled in PSH _ (o) :
remain stably housed. PSH is housing with the appropriate client-centered  less expensive than doing

supportive services they need - not something they need to achieve before nothingr;];:)nzcljedsr:rfzscshronic
housing. This approach saves lives and money.

Affordable Housing (with supports) is the Solution

According to the Government Accountability Office (GAO)report, with every $100 increase in rent,
you will see a 9% increase in homelessness. With the nearly $200 increase in rent from 2020-2023,
Florida saw a 11.9% increase in homelessness. Affordable Housing is the solution to this ongoing
issue. We've shown that client-centered supportive services (services to remain in housing) is key to
solving their unique reason for becoming homeless.

Sources: Florida Council on Homelessness 2024 Annual Report

Report on the Findings of the Florida High Needs High Cost Pilot rl? i c iti
GAO Report loridaloalifion

TO END HOMELESSNESS



https://www.myflfamilies.com/sites/default/files/2024-07/Council%202024%20Annual%20Homelessness%20Report.pdf
https://floridahousing.org/docs/default-source/programs/special-programs/florida-high-needs-high-cost-pilot/florida-high-needs-high-cost-pilot.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-20-433



