
Florida Coalition to End Homelessness is committed to working collaboratively to END 
homelessness in Florida. Our members and their service providers have been successful in 
engaging people experiencing homelessness and moving them into housing. We ask that 
State and local officials work with stakeholders to reduce the impact of any legislation that 
makes it a crime to sleep on the street.  Persons experiencing homelessness have the same 
rights of others in the State and should be treated with dignity.  

According to the 2023 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR):

Homelessness is Caused by a Lack of A�ordable 
Housing

Criminalization of Homelessness 
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Overview

Florida has had one of the Nation’s highest reductions in
homelessness in the past 15 years & one of the highest increases

over the last year.  

Florida added nearly 600,000 units with gross rents above $1000 from 2012 to 2021, but lost 
nearly 277,000 units renting for $1,000 or less
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The anti-camping bill presented in the State legislature this year brought to light the issue of 
unsheltered homelessness.  We fear that legislation like this will encourage local governments to 
manage homelessness rather than work to end it. The legislation being proposed requires a huge 
investment by local Government.  We expect to see additional action at the local level, that will 
move toward criminalizing homelessness.  

Studies show that the community spends more on criminal justice, healthcare, mental health crisis 
units, and emergency room costs on homelessness than it would to put an individual into housing 
with appropriate services. It costs less to house someone than the alternative.  

825,990 low-income renters (<60% AMI) in Florida pay more than 40 percent of their income for 
housing.   In Florida, those occupations that are below 60% of AMI include. 
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We need to build on the positive steps that the State has previously made to address the increase 
in homelessness. We have not had the opportunity to see the results of these interventions. 

Let’s Agree:

Let us help you find a solution to this unacceptable circumstance. Let’s solve homelessness 
together.

One emergency room visit is $3,120.

The average cost of incarcerating someone for 30 days in Florida is at 
least $2,310.

The average fair market rental rate of a one-bedroom apartment in 
Florida is $943/ mo.  Much less expensive than the alternative.

The Live Local Act will increase affordable housing.
The additional Challenge Grant funding will provide financial support to move them into 
housing.
The Statewide Permanent Supportive Housing Workgroup’s Action Plan developed over the 
past year, will guide the integration of housing and supportive services for our most 
vulnerable citizens through permanent supportive housing. 

Housing with appropriate services is the solution to homelessness. 
Data shows that it’s more expensive to criminalize homelessness than to end it. 
Emergency shelter is better than living on the streets or encampments and should be 
available for anyone who needs and wants it. 
We should strive to provide quality of life and dignity for ALL Floridians.


