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TABLE GAMES CUTTING CARDS

In casino card games, a cutting card has two main meanings and functions:
1. Separating the Deck:

It is a special card, often a blank or plastic card , used to divide the shuffled deck of playing cards into two sections before dealing.

The dealer shuffles the deck, places the cutting card somewhere within the middle, and then cuts the deck at that point. This action makes it
more difficult for anyone to predict the order of the cards, enhancing the randomness and fairness of the game.

The cut card usually remains face down and out of play throughout the game. However, in some specific games like Blackjack, it might be
used as a "hole card" for the dealer.

2. Signaling Reshuffle:

In some games, the cutting card also functions as a signal for the dealer to reshuffle the deck . For example, in Baccarat, if the cutting card
falls within a specific section of the deck after dealing a certain number of hands, it triggers a reshuffle.

This helps to further ensure randomness and prevent card counting strategies .

Additional points:

The specific placement and usage of the cutting card can vary depending on the casino, game rules, and even individual dealers.
Some casinos may use multiple cutting cards for extra security.

While not strictly necessary for fairness, the cutting card has become a standard practice in many casino card games due to its contribution
to perceived randomness and security.
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