
MEETING MINUTES 
NORTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Opening: 
 
The regular board meeting of NCAD duly called and held on Saturday, May 3, 2025 at the 
residence President’s Lupo in Wilmington at 9:07 AM. 
 
Present were:   
         
President – Mike Lupo   Western Regional Representative – James Ledford 
Vice President – Sion (Sam) Moss   Central Regional Representative –Tina E. Hanford  
Secretary – Jaime Marshall   Social Media Coordinator – Theresa Moss 
Treasurer – Martina Moore-Reid    Eastern Regional Representative - Linda Nelson 
 
Guests: William Thompson and Hope Turpin Turner 
 
 
With the approval of the board members present, President Lupo facilitated the meeting and 
Secretary Marshall recorded the minutes. Meeting Minutes from the last board meeting 
(2/1/2025) was reviewed.  
 
Motion by: Representative Nelson 
 
Seconded by: Representative Ledford   Vote Count: Majority 
 
 
President’s Report:   
 
President Lupo shares news on the 2025 Language First in-person, a nation-wide conference, 
which became a sold out event. President Lupo was also a co-host at this conference. 
 

 



President Lupo reports that Christa Butner, a resident in Yadkinville, asks for assistance on not 
having to fill out annual medical form to verify her permanent disability regarding her work 
position, Class A CDL driver (from 18-wheeler to tractor trailer buses).  
 
President Lupo shares that on April 1st, 2025, the Trump administration announced the 
elimination of the Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) program. The program helps 
states coordinate newborn hearing screening and responds to infants who fail the hearing test. 
The entire branch has been eliminated. While NC EHDI has funds to continue its program for the 
year of 2024, it may be forced to dismantle by 2025.  
 
 
Vice President’s report 
 
Vice President Moss discusses the recent North Carolina School for the Deaf School Board’s 
marketing strategy. Brochures and pamphlets are being revamped in the purpose to educate 
prospective students’ families on what the school has to offer. 
 
Vice President Moss reports that the school board has announced a new school director, Dr. 
Kristin Todd, who was the former SLP (speech-language pathologist) at NCSD. Vice-President 
Moss reminds everyone that NCSD and ENCSD are no longer under the Department of Public 
Instruction. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Treasurer Moore-Reid shares current checking balances and concerns that the NCAD Board is 
not bringing in significant grants as of late. Moore-Reid suggestions ideas on starting a 
fundraising committee.  
 
 
Western Regional Representative Report 
 
Representative Ledford shares success of NCSD Alumni Day held at the Underhill Gym of NC 
School for the Deaf in Morganton on March 1st, 2025. Various organizations were presented, 12 
booths in total, with 100+ visitors. In addition, the Big Bear Baggers held their cornhole 
tournament.  Representative Ledford reports the next NCSD homecoming in Morganton will be 
on October 4th, 2025. 
 
Representative Ledford reports that NC School for the Deaf is celebrating its 134th anniversary 
of May Day and Founder’s Day (1891-2025) this year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Central Regional Representative Report 
 
Representative Hanford serves on the CSDHH Board which they have monthly meetings via 
zoom. CSDHH Director, Kelle Owens, is welcoming the NCAD Board to have their next three 
NCAD quarterly meetings at the CSDHH office which the board graciously accepts. 
 
CSDHH hosted their 50th Anniversary Gala on March 29 2025 at Piedmont Hall in Greensboro. 
Representative Hanford and Alicia Griffin led the ceremony.  
 

 
 



Representative Hanford shares a recent event at UNC-Greensboro: Talk with Joel Barish, the 
CEO of DeafNation, on April 3, 2025. Mr. Barish will be sharing his incredible experiences 
traveling the world, connecting with Deaf communities, and exploring their languages, cultures, 
and businesses. 
 

 
 
 
 
Eastern Regional Representative Report 
       
Representative Nelson shares the passing of Frank Turk, a former Director of DSDHH. He and 
his wife passed away from carbon monoxide poisoning. Their celebration of life will be held at 
Gallaudet University on May 9. Representative Nelson will attend the service. 

 
Representative Nelson shares upcoming events: 
 
On June 7, 2025, Deaf Seniors of NC is hosting a Dementia Workshop. MJ Grant is the guest  
Speaker, sharing her journey as a CODA, caregiver, advocate, and Interpreter for 30 years. Her 
Deaf mother has progressive dementia.   
 



Relay NC held its 35th anniversary of SpringFest on Saturday, May 17, 2025 in Greensboro at 
the Embassy Suites in Cary, NC.  
 

 
 
          
Representative Nelson reports that Mr. Tony Davis, a Californian native, is the new director of 
NC DHHS’s Division of Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Director. 

 
 
AGENDA TOPIC:  NC Deaf & Hard of Hearing Council 
 
Member Hope Turpin Turner shares some updates from the NC Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
council. Gary Farmer, representing Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf Board of 
Trustees, and Vice Chair Sandy Turner, representing North Carolina School for the Deaf Board 
of Trustees, will be presenting at the next NC Council for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing on 
Friday, August 1st 2025. Their quarterly meetings are held in Durham.   
 
 
AGENDA TOPIC:  Tillinghast Place 
 
Representative Nelson discusses the Articles of Incorporation. NCAD has always been a 
sponsor, meaning the board as an advocate role towards the Tillinghast Place residents. 
program.   
 
 
AGENDA TOPIC:  Training Course on Parliamentary 
 
Secretary Marshall suggests that a Parliamentary Procedures Training is offered during the 
conference, giving the attendees an opportunity to earn CEUs. 
 
 
AGENDA TOPIC:  NC DSDHH Representative 
 
In the past, the NC DSDHH director would attend our quarterly board meetings. When unable, a 
representative from NC DSDHH would attend in her place. Marshall Secretary inquires whether 



we could ask them to re-continue as maintaining an organizational relationship would improve 
collaboration and strengthen communication. 
 
 
AGENDA TOPIC:  NCAD – NCASLTA Conference 
 
Social Media Coordinator Moss gives the board updates regarding details of upcoming 
conference in Greensboro. The plan is to have the conference in late spring 2025. 
 
 
Announcements:  
 
August 9, 2025 – Greensboro 
November 1, 2025  – Greensboro 
February 7, 2026 - Greensboro 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 10:43 AM 
 
Attached: Articles of Incorporation, NCILDP 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 


